
SHIRLEY REPORT – WINTER CUP R1 

This was the delayed Christmas special, postponed from 30th December due to wet weather. We can 
only imagine how wet it was then as it was not dry this time. The consensus had been that “some 
golf was better than none” and it was, but only just. 

The course had only 13 holes open, which means with Cleeve and Shirley combined we are yet to 
play a full round.  The first 4, which have a stream running alongside them, had the stream running 
through them, so we started on number 5. Yes Ron, 1 to 4 closed = start on 5! The 12th was also 
undergoing work and was closed. 

Before we even got to the tee off there were some misdemeanours which need to be noted, first of 
which was before we had even got on the M5. 

You would think that someone who drives 40,000 miles a year would know how to reverse, not the 
case as Jerry proved. Arriving at Pricey’s, so that we could all go in his truck, he decided to reverse 
across the neighbours’ lawn, just missing the rocks that were put there to deter such episodes. 

Upon our return Jerry smoothed it all over, with the neighbours’ wife, producing a bottle of wine 
and using his silver tongue. He then walked away saying “I’m sure I know her.” No surprise there 
then! 

On route to the course, driving his all singing, all dancing, air conditioned, GPS laden Range Rover, 
Roy managed not only to miss the junction for the M42 off the M5, but then very nearly missed the 
Shirley turn off, from the M42. Only a manoeuvre, last seen on the Dukes of Hazard, saved another 
detour. The swerve across the lanes to make the turning will soon to be aired on an edition of 
Motorway Madness. 

At the course, Rob Andrews had found a way of ensuring his shoes stayed dry by leaving them on 
the kitchen table. After a visit to the Pro and parting with 100 quid, he has yet another pair to add to 
his ever growing collection. 

After Ron’s brief and our kosher breakfast bap, we assembled on the 5th tee, which features a carry 
of about 80 yards over a water hazard to land on the next water hazard, normally known as the 5th 
fairway. 

The brothers Amphlett, Ron and Roy got us underway and we saw them splash down on the fairway. 
Next up Mark (Simply Red) Roberts, who appeared to have an affinity with the number 5. With 5 
holes closed, standing on the 5th tee, a par 5, a Titleist 5 atop a 5cm tee, he put his 5 iron 50 yards in 
the air and 50 yards off line ending up buried, never to be seen again. 

Next group was Rob (new shoes) Andrews, Tony (Travel Zoo) Poyner, John (down the middle) 
Whitehead and Gary Bishop, a new member this year, who had a bit of baptism of fire. Bearing in 
mind that the water is probably 10 yards off the tee, he managed to lay up and then proceeded to 
take several swings, launching divots into the pond before finally deciding he probably wouldn’t 
score and walked on.  As you will appreciate he was afforded the normal PGS support, which he took 
in good heart and then turned in a creditable 31 points, the best in his group. 



Out on the course it was difficult sometimes to find a dry spot with many tee shots splashing down 
and approaches to the greens ending up plugged. Some people decided to take an extra club or 
three to overcome the lack of run.  

On the 13th Tony Key hit his ball at least 40 yards to far, which nearly took out Kelvin and yours truly, 
who were just leaving the 14th tee. Tony denies he was aiming for Kelv but remained silent about 
me. 

For the second year in succession Ron managed to send one down the A41 off the 11th tee and he 
was not alone in ending up OB. 

In the conditions scoring was not easy and bearing in mind that we were given 10 points for the 5 
holes we didn’t play, a score in the low to mid-30’s, was looking respectable. This was achieved, 
early doors by Robbo, (1st) and Roy (2nd on CB) who both came in with 33. Our recent retiree, Pricey, 
then inserted himself between them. 

My group which included Dave A, Pricey and Kelvin, had not been pushed by the group behind, 
which was made up of Tony Key, Chris Rawlings, Jon Clifford-Smith and Jerry and we found out why 
when they came in. Having played the 8th hole they decided to play 18 rather than 9, then played it 
again after 17. 

What to do DQ or just penalise all of them? 

It was decided to be lenient and just deduct the points they scored on that hole, which in the case of 
Jon was 2 and took him down to only 37. In the case of Jerry it was 0, so he remained on 16, that’s 
10 given points and a whole 6 scored! At least Jerry won’t have to worry about being cut, but JCS can 
say goodbye to his 24 handicap. 

Longest drive was Mike (Sumo) Ciric, with Roy getting nearest pin and also having best Stableford 
outside the top 3, which means he qualifies for The Angel Cup, along with Jon, Robbo and Pricey. 

It was good to see Nev back out with us and let’s hope his trench foot has cleared up in time for the 
second part of the Winter Cup, to be held at Ludlow towards the end of February. 

Report by Ian Brazier. 

 

 

 

  

    

 

 


