
HANDSWORTH REPORT 
21st August – CP Foods Trophy 

 

Several of the normal faces could not make this outing, however there was still an excellent turnout 
of 33 to contest the CP Foods trophy at a course, which was a first for PGS. 

Handsworth is not an area that would immediately be associated with open spaces and woodland, 
being only a few miles from Birmingham city centre, but tucked away down “Sunningdale Close” can 
be found an oasis amongst the urban sprawl. 

The club was founded in 1895 and judging by the amount of building work taking place on the 
course is not finished yet!  

Apparently they had some severe weather earlier this year which destroyed the bunkers and so a 
major rebuilding programme was under way, to rebuild all 70 bunkers, which meant they and the 
surrounding areas were out of play, and also meant we spent the day dodging diggers and dumper 
trucks, that would suddenly appear at various places.  

It was a shame that the works and the “woolly” greens, detracted somewhat from what was an 
enjoyable experience on an interesting layout.  

Captain Ron was there early, probably arriving under cover of darkness to try and hide his Wolves 
sticker in a staunch West Brom area. We started with our customary coffee, bacon and Ron’s 
instructions (what temporary green was that?) Pete Jolley, had for once been drawn to tee off first 
but was late arriving and was close to being sent to his favourite place, last off.  

Vice Russ Byrd walked in the pro’s shop sporting black ankle socks, normally worn with his whistle 
and despite a bit of ribbing and advise from the pro, ignored the clubs dress code and proudly wore 
them all the way round, taking his fine at the end. 

The first is a gentle opener with a fishing lake on the right, butting right up to the tee which is OB. Go 
in there and you have no choice but to reload and so it proved for a few. 

Robbo, pulled his tee shot way left into some unfriendly looking hay, then sent his provisional into 
the lake, before getting his 5 off the tee shot into the fairway. Robin Eaton then joined in the fun. 
However by the time he got to his 3rd ball off the tee, Vic had lost interest and walked ahead and 
Robin promptly hit him, no damage done though. 

Out on the course, our handicap secretary was not only dressed like a schoolboy but was threatened 
with detention by the green keeper for taking his trolley onto the fringes of the green. A bit ironic 
given the condition of the course! 

On the 5th Chris Jolley hit his first putt to within 6 inches, stepped up to knock it and had what can 
only be described as a twitch moving the ball ½ inch. 50p for the charity and a bit of Tourette’s was 
the result. 



We were accompanied around by a selection of music from Handsworth carnival, which obviously 
agreed with Rebel Byrd, who driven by the thought of maybe having to buy some white socks came 
in with a fantastic 64, winning by a clear 7 shots. 

Second was Cuth and third JV, with 72 winning on countback from Al Hadley, Vic and Jon C-Smith. 

Best guest was Brian Marshall with 65, leaving Dave A frustrated that he cannot touch his handicap 
until he joins again. The same cannot be said about Rob Andrews, who once again got his hand on 
some booty with BS outside the top 3. 

Not happy with thrashing everyone, Russ also took longest drive and Chris Rawlings completed the 
prizes with nearest the pin. 

Once all the work is completed, they fix the greens mower and the new turf areas have settled 
down, Handsworth would be worth another visit but probably not for 12 months. 

The culmination of the season is the Angel Cup, which this year is at England’s highest course, 
Kington, on 17th September. 

 

  

  

 


