KINGTON REPORT - THE ANGEL CUP

A sometimes torturous journey, courtesy of tractors, horses and bikes to the depths of
Herefordshire, proved well worth it, as we were greeted with stunning weather and a quality vista
not often seen (according to the Pro) for the last event of the season, the prestigious Angel Cup.

Only a select few have won this trophy and in a reduced field, than that of previous years, it should
have been a bit easier to win, however you do have to have done the business earlier in the season
to have qualified in the first place.

Tony Poyner, who was a qualifier, had to drop out on the morning of the event, due to a bug, which
left a field of 19 (18 members and 1 guest) to take to the course for a mid-day shoot out.

Ron completed the draw and delivered his instructions on time, to only 18 people, as John Clifford-
Late was yet to appear. As we made our way out to the car park to collect our kit, he roared in
blaming tractors, bikes etc.

JCS had been drawn in group two, with Cuth in the last group, however using his renowned
negotiating skills, powers of persuasion and probably some long words, Cuth weaselled his way into
group two, thus demoting John into the last group complete with a fine for missing captain’s brief.

He was joined in the last group by a soberly dressed John Whitehead, our chairman Roy, who
obviously couldn’t decide whether to wear stripes or hoops, so wore both and the resplendent
sponsor of The Angel Cup, and runner-up in the singles; Juan Mendez.

The first group of Ron, Vic and Jolley C, departed up the hill towards the first green, negotiating their
way around a group of sheep mowing the fairway and keeping it well fertilised at the same time, the
sheep that is, not Vic!

Next group was Weasel McD, Robin Eaton and Jolley P. Cuth had visited the Pro shop to purchase six
new balls, one was placed on the tee and looked magnificent as it was launched into the clear blue
sky, glinting in the sunlight and disappearing into the ferns and gorse, never to be seen again.

Yours truly departed next with Pricey and the already confirmed winner of the guest prize, David
Fraser. It was reported later that after we had gone JCS received a phone call on the 1* tee and later
another fine.

Out on the course there were several sheep who took hits and Pete had a go at his brother, but
missed. Nick Moody and Robin, playing in different groups made the schoolboy error of playing the
wrong ball and incurred penalties and our guest played from the wrong side of the tee markers, was
penalised but still, surprise, won the best guest.

The course is not only shared with several hundred sheep, but is criss-crossed by footpaths so
walkers and runners appear at various points. It was at one such point that Vic was swearing at an
errant shot and turned around to see a lady waiting to cross.



Pete Jolley was having a decent round and so there was none of his often seen club abuse, or a need
for the Samaritans to be put on standby. The same cannot be said for our handicap secretary, who
was reported and fined for club abuse and seen, not for the first time, having an expletive filled
discussion with his invisible friend.

Cuth was having a torrid time and not only continued losing balls but also dropped two head covers
and a ball marker, just as well he’d stolen that earlier slot, if he had been in the last group, they
would not have been picked up.

Go off the fairway into the ferns and gorse and it is a lottery as to whether you will ever see your ball
again, however as Pricey had decided to camouflage himself by dressing in khaki and grey, we nearly
lost him a couple of times.

When it came to the fines, several groups were accused of not ringing bells and not waving people
down on the drivable 18", which was not true of the group in front of us, who witnessed the
following incident.

Our guest was last to drive on 18 and having watched both me and Pricey, not hit it far enough left,
to take the slope got his spot on. We watched as the slope collected the ball and sent it towards the
green, rolling, and rolling ever closer but suddenly stopped at the top of the bank surrounding the
green. When we arrived we found that a cover was off a sprinkler and the ball at gone inside....he
still won best guest though!

The Angel Cup is a hard fought over trophy and normally very close, not this time. Due to
questionable handicap and even with a quadruple 8 on the first Rob Andrews came in with a 64 to
win by 6 shots from a distraught Pete Jolley.

Back in the clubhouse with the fines having been paid the full results were

e N.P.—Andy Price.

e L.D.—David Fraser and (surprise) best guest.
e 3" — Chris Jolley - 72.

e 2" _pete Jolley — 70.

e 1% —Rob Andrews — 64.

Congratulations to Rob, you join an elite group by winning The Angel Cup and will now, | feel sure,
kiss goodbye to that tarts handicap!

One last thing to report. Captain Ron had done a sterling job co-ordinating everything himself for
this event, as not only was his vice, Russ, not present but also treasurer Tim and secretary Keith and
he had the year end presentation as well.

He finally cracked during the presentation when he announced the Tour Champion as John Vincent,
which was a great achievement as JV was in Thailand at the time! Chris put him right and normal
service was restored.

Well done Ron thank you for your hard work throughout the season and good luck with The Ryder
Cup, and for leaving everyone in no doubt that my services will not be required!



