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What is it about Redditch and PGS?

For the second year running we had a nightmare. Last year it was fog, although we did get a few
holes in, this year it was snow and rain closing the course before we even go there, so once again
nada.

Thankfully, a quick thinking Pricey, fearing he may have to spend another day cooped up with the in-
laws, devised a cunning plan to move the venue at the 11" hour. With a few calls and a bit of
messaging, he got us onto The Worcestershire and saved my wife from having to spend another day
cooped up with me!

So it was that 29 of the original 32 arrived at Malvern, to find the course closed and under
inspection.

We waited with baited breath, Mike the club caterer, had the bacon & coffee on hold, even The
Redge had arrived on time, would we be allowed out?

Steve the course manager arrived like the man from Del-Monte, to say YES!

Everything burst into action, the bacon was sizzling, the coffee flowing, the banter was upped a
notch and Chris and vice Cuth, looked at each other with glazed expressions!

Everyone agreed that the bacon baps were the best we had ever had on a PGS day, and the draw
was the biggest fiasco since the Ashes.

Names were drawn, written on the board only to be rubbed off and replaced with another, to find
they were down twice or not playing with their guests, so wiped off and moved again. Eventually we
got there, the draw was completed, and nearly everyone knew what they were doing.

To speed things up, Chris had decided to send two groups off the 8" a promising idea, only issue
being he forgot to give them the markers for the nearest pin holes, which they would play first. That
was after he had dashed back to his car to find them!

Out on the course, which considering the recent poor weather was in good nick, a few incidents
occurred, not all golf related.



e Pete Jolley having not put the brake on his trolley chasing it from 3"“to
1st tee.

e Simon Redge walking out of trees on 15, when someone was about to hit
their shot.

e Tony Poyner’s group, containing 3 Worcestershire members losing a hole
and being fined.

e Brazier taking a trolley over a walking only bridge, dobbed in, so fined.

e JCSinsisting on doing every score on his card and getting most wrong.

e New member Rich White, playing the wrong ball......on the green!

e Ron falling at the 4™ with photographic evidence.

One other incident deserves a special mention and will serve as a lesson to us all.

Chris had opted for a nearest pin in two on 11’ rather than a long drive. Cuth was leading when the
group of Pricey, John Whitehead and Simon Redgewell approached.

Redge got nearer than Cuth and asked John to move the marker, so JW did exactly as he was asked,
and moved the marker.

John is from a science background and used to doing precisely what is needed, hence he did not
write Simon’s name on the marker as this was not asked and therefore Redge lost the prize.

Lesson? don’t ask JW to do anything without written instructions!
However, Simon did not go home empty handed as the results show.

e N.P-—Pricey

e N.Pin2-Cuth

e 3“—Jolley P—34pts.

e 2" _Brazier—36 pts.

e 1% —The Redge — 39 pts.

Next event is Bewdley Pines in February, which should at least be dry underfoot.

Happy New Year.



