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Russian athletes, Australian cricketers and now the latest, and some will say the biggest scandal of 
all “Moseley Mayhem!” 

On a positively balmy afternoon, in comparison to what had gone 
before, 30 arrived at Moseley, a first for PGS, and the first 
competition proper of the season, being a medal. 

Moseley is typical of many courses in the Birmingham area, an 
oasis in the middle of the urban sprawl, surrounded by houses on 
all four sides. (I do hope David eventually answered his sister!) 
Tight in places, with plenty of sand and some demanding greens, 
due to the early season and the undulations and slopes. 

With the absence of Redge, Robin Eaton filled in nicely, arriving 
well after captains brief and then barely making his tee time, even 
though it was a good 45 minutes after his arrival. 

Although not ideal, two singles matches were taking place, so the 
brothers Jolley, went out as two balls against their respective opponents Keyo and Bez. 

A few fines were incurred before starting, for phones ringing, talking while someone’s teeing off and 
even practice chipping on the tee. The charity pot was further swollen by many taking trolleys 
beyond the numerous white lines and signs, put there to protect the aprons of the greens, Tony 
managing to lose my scorecard and a plethora of 3 putts.  

Out on the course, all seemed to be going along well, until we arrived at the 5th, a dog-leg left and 
index 1 for good reason.  

The tee shot is over a large lake and although no more than 160 yards carry, we know what happens 
to most of us when faced with any type of water hazard. Bigger hitters could comfortably launch one 
over the trees but the gap facing you to the fairway seemed very narrow, from the lake level tee. 

We were playing off a forward mat, no more than 15 yards to the lake, however I was advised that 
Steve High managed to “lay-up” with his driver short of the water, before putting the next shot in 
the lake. 

In our group, “Jack Sparrow Sailes” pulled out his trusty scope, giving all sorts of useful info. This far 
to that tree, this far to that duck etc. Me, Tony and Robin all got over, albeit I couldn’t find my ball in 
the scrub on the far side and had to take stroke and distance rather than walk back. 



Matt had obviously confused himself as to which duck to aim for and picked one paddling around in 
the middle of the lake. Much cursing and a provisional dispatched into the middle of the fairway was 
the result. 

Can’t report on how too many others faired but “The Mayhem” started when it was reported that 
DD, did not make it over. Did he play his penalty ball from the wrong place?  

After a thorough investigation by the powers, it was established that he crossed the edge of the 
hazard off the tee, took a right turn, hit a tree on the right bank and dropped back in the water. 
Thus, the right bank was the point his ball “last” crossed the hazard and so his drop on the right 
bank was correct. 

The greens were mentioned a little earlier and they did prove to be a “test” for many. 

John Whitehead managed a 4 putt and Robin bettered him by 5 putting, having hit the 12th green in 
two, however, they were outdone by Nev who, with some effort managed to come up with a 6 putt! 

One last piece of on course nonsense to report which involved yours truly.  

Stepping into the 18th tee, a par 5, with the clubhouse beckoning at the end of the fairway, I skyed 
my driver, and didn’t even reach the fairway. Taking the trusty 5-wood, I made a good connection, 
but it was seen heading towards one of the many fairway bunkers. When we arrived, it was a few 
yards short on a good lie, perfect for the 5-wood again. The divot cleared the bunker, but the ball 
popped up travelling all of 5 yards landing in it! 

You can imagine the sympathy I received from the others, who did well to play their shots, they were 
laughing so hard.  

Now “Mayhem 2” was about to unfold. 

Everyone knows the relish with which our pocket-sized handicap secretary wields the chopper, when 
anyone plays close to their handicap. It was such after Bewdley Pines, when he sent out a gloating 
message cutting me, JV and……DD. 

The blame is yet to be apportioned, but somewhere along the line, the amendment for Dennis did 
not get put on the website. On the day, Chris & Cuth 
used the information available to them (website) which 
meant DD played off 21 instead of 19, winning and 
beating JV into second, who would have taken the 
spoils, had someone done their job properly!!   

No wrong doing by Chris, Cuth or DD, who should get a 
retrospective cut as well as the one for Moseley, which 
may slow him down a bit and stop him taking any more 
of my hard earned. 

 

 



After the “Mayhem” results were  

• N.P – Simon Tennent 
• N.P in 2 – Robin Eaton 
• 3rd – Simon – 76 
• 2nd – JV - 75  
• 1st – DD – 73..ish 

Ironically, John who played off 5, will now be cut again but on the bright side John, you have now 
qualified for the Angel Cup. 

Next outing is Fulford Heath on Friday May 18th. 


