
STRATFORD PARK – 24th July 2020 

NEVILLE GREEN PLATE 

 

It was good to get the PGS show back on the road with our second event of the year, the last having 
been the Winter Cup, four months ago. 

Limited to 24 participants all places were snapped up and although different from normal, due to 
the distancing rules, it was good to see some old faces, confirm that Mike Ciric has not fled the 
country, listen to the BS and admire the golfing outfits. 

Three deserve a mention. Terry dressed as if he was sponsored by Lucozade,  Vic who didn’t have 
time to change, having come straight from his other job as an RAC man, and Keith, in his youthful 
attire, could have been going skate boarding. 

Stratford Park, formally Ingon Manor, has hosted a PGS event some years ago. For a hotel course it 
was in good nick, with slick greens that caused more than a few issues. It also has some apt hole 
names, such as “Devils Ditch, Hill of Hope and Pitch ‘n Toss.” 

Out in the captain’s group along with Brooker and Gaz, it was obvious that I would be the short man 
with these big hitters, and so it proved on several occasions. None more so than “Sky Larks” a 315-
yard downhill par 4, where Matt hit a 300-yard 4 iron and Brooker throttled back to a 5 and only hit 
it 280 yards! 

Brooker had had a lesson to try and rectify his high fade, and it worked a treat as he got everything 
going left. It cost him a 9 on the second, left into the trees, a lost ball on five, left into the trees, 
which he then found on six, having put his tee shot… left into the trees!  

On 7th Matt was looking for his drive some 50 yards longer than it was, hacked it out of long grass, 
and proceeded to chip in for bird, from all of 70 yards. On the same hole Brooker hit another 300 
yarders, straight and parred, was this the turning point for him? No. On 8th, a 160-yard par 3, he 
played 3 balls off the tee, having put two OB which were.…left. 

Elsewhere it was reported that Chopper Adams had played someone else’s ball, probably their fault 
and was later spotted walking around the practice area on 18, which is OB, looking for his ball, 
amongst 500 others. He was then thrown out of the clubhouse having ignored the signs telling 
people to keep out. 

Martin Boulter certainly got his money’s worth, shooting 127 gross, while nearly man JV had 77 net 
which included a 9 on 11. 

On the 15th, a 260-yard hole, aptly named “Pitch ‘n Toss,” the tosser was me. After a promising front 
9, I had turned into Ravi Shanker. Drive into the trees, chip out, shank, shank, thin, putt, putt..FFS! 
Matt meanwhile was 40 yards from the green in 1, put it in the back bunker, which he knew was 
there (having played the course 4 times this year)… played a majestic bunker shot to within 6 feet 
and 3 putted…FFS, was just one of the expletives heard.  



So, after all that and probably more unreported 
nonsense the results were as follows 

• L.D. – N/A as marker somewhere in 
Pricey’s garage? 

• N.P. – Alan Taylor  
• N.P. in 2 – Matt Sailes 
• 3rd – Treasurer Kilby – 76 (on countback 

from Pete Jolley) 
• 2nd – Chairman Tailor – 75  
• 1st – Captain Sailes - 73 

Rumour is that the trophy is going to be 
renamed the Committee Plate. 

Next event Burghill on August 8th. 

Sorry about the picture Keith, Ian just about 
managed to get me in the frame but only half of 
you! 


