
Stratford Park 22.8.2021 
Christmas Special!! 

 
 
There is no doubt over the past 18 months the impact of COVID-19 has hit many people in hard , sad 
and frustrating ways. The Golf Society is not immune to these events so 17 players, including 2 
guests, were pleased to eventually play the 2020 Christmas Special on a warm and pleasant August 
afternoon. 
  
Things were, however, missing – mince pies, Christmas jumpers, holly and mistletoe and especially 
our resident cub reporter and all round scribe who is always seeking the latest scoop! Some said Ian 
was involved with the press and the Womens' Open in Scotland, others said his quill had no ink but it 
transpires with too much golf the scribes much respected matron put her foot down!! 
  
Captain Sailes started the day with a reminder to avoid slow play and then announced a playing order 
which unusually had his “son in law” Steve in the second group with the Taylor twins. He went on to 
explain that these three of those present had the only chances of winning the 2021 Champion of 
Champions and therefore to make it more competitive they should be in the same group – a bit like 
the tour on the last day. Two former captains suggested to heighten the spectacle they should (like 
the tour) be in the last group. This was quickly dismissed by the Skipper whilst Steve went very pale 
at the thought of playing in the last group. 
  
The Captain teed off with a good drive down the left of the fairway and his guest Todders went down 
the right which left Vice Dodd to hit the middle – alas it was the middle of the trees  that took a 
hammering and whilst group two patiently waited for the three minute search rule to be adhered to 
heads were shaking when some five minutes later Doddy reappeared – now what was said about 
slow play..... 
  
The elite group took it seriously – a lot was at stake – especially with the before match leader in the 
CofC Robbo being confident enough to sit this one out. The Chairman honed his swing and flexibility 
with his dildo type toy only to receive strained glances and questioning comments. It did him no good 
as his first drive also sat happily in the trees on the left. 
  
Group three saw Gaz smash his drive into the trees on the left and he was frequently seen on a 
different fairway to his playing partners so surely on his birthday weekend and with the new baby 
keeping him awake he had no chance of winning. Robin – tour champion and singles finalist - Eaton 
had a rare off day and actually finished last and had to borrow spare socks from the super smart 
handicap secretary only to put the socks on inside out. 
  
In fairness Mr Adams was in the throes of putting a promising score together and on the up hill par 
three 13th chipped his second to within 3 foot of the pin only to then discover he had played 
Roadblock Rawlings ball and incur a two shot penalty and thus his round fell into one of  the days 
many mediocre rounds. 
  
It was good to welcome a new guest – Jack “Spud” Dowdeswell – friend of Robin Hood winner Sam 
and nephew of the Vice. Great to see young blood amongst us “60 plus” chaps. He hopes to fully join 
PGS for the new season. Now we are a very inclusive, non judgemental and woke aware society. All 
types are catered for – the tall, the short, gingers, bald people, Derby supporters who have never 
heard of Chaddesden or Spondon, Cumbrian born chaps who follow Spurs. We even welcome those 
with tattoos but will a chap with piercings be granted membership!!?? Dave suggested a EGM may 
have to be called as well as a quite word re shirt tucking in – but who am I to judge on the latter?? 
  
As each group finished the players gathered outside close to the 18th green. Now I was randomly in 
the last group – always the case when you like a beer and are not driving – our cards were quickly 
collected and blobs fines paid and Captain Sailes – clearly in a rush to return home started his 
presentation. He was quickly interrupted as this last group had not even had the chance to get a beer 
and good man Chris was on his way to the bar. We do hope next year when young Matt maybe in the 
last group (surely not) he will be able to share a chat with fellow players before the days proceedings 
end.... 



  
As a group it was a relatively low scoring day despite good conditions. The first three all scored 32 
points with countback determining that the wayward Gaz capped a fine personal week by gaining first 
place followed by Cuth and Matt Sailes. Nearest the pin in 2 (on the fourth) was Steve High and Gaz 
capped off a great day by being nearest the pin on the 17th. Interestingly he was the only one to have 
a ball finish on the green and that was some 25 yards from the flag. 
  
The actual best score of the day was Jack Dowdeswell – 38 points off a 28 handicap. Dont expect to 
join on that figure next year even with the ironwork!! Thus after initial confusion Cuth won the sweep 
and knocked the smile of Pete the Vice’s face as he had Gaz in the sweep but in his rush to grab the 
funds forgot about the guests – You couldn’t make it up. 
  
Next up is the Angel Cup at Fulford Heath on 19 September when the PGS Bard will be back with his 
insightful match day observations. 
  
Thanks all for the banter and a good day. And well done Gaz. 
 


